

CLAIMS 


1 . Apparatus for minimizing current flow in a circuit, said apparatus comprising: 
an inflatable device having an interior surface; 
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source, said circuit being coupled to said interior surface; 

wherein said switch has an open position which prevents current from flowing from said 
power source, and a closed position which allows current to flow from said power source through 
said circuit; 

a tab having a proximal portion and a distal portion; 

wherein said proximal portion of said tab is in contact with said switch and said distal 
portion of said tab is coupled to said inflatable device; 

wherein said tab is arranged to move relative to said switch and to change said position of 
said switch from said open position to said closed position upon inflation of said inflatable 
device. 

2. The apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein said power source comprises a 


battery. 


The apparatus according to Claim 2 further comprising: 


a plurality of batteries; 


wherein said switch is electrically coupled to each of said plurality of batteries. 
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4. The apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein: 
said inflatable device comprises a Mylar balloon. 

~~~~~57~ TKeapparatus according'tcrClaim "1" wherein: 
said tab forms a valve in said inflatable device. 

6. The apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein: 
said inflatable device includes a valve; and, 

wherein said distal portion of said tab is coupled to said valve. 

7. The apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein: 

said circuit further includes a piezoelectric sound generator electrically coupled to said 

switch. 

The apparatus according to Claim 1 wherein: 
said tab further includinkanother distal portion wherein said another distal portion is 
coupled to said interior; and, \ , 

wherein said tab is further arranged to move relative to said switch and to change said 
position of said switch from said closed portion to said open position upon deflation of said 
inflatable device. v \ 



* 


said switch includes a rocker arm and a contact; 


wherein said rocker arm has a bias towards contacting said contact; 

wherein said proximal portion of said tab comprises an electrically insulating material; 


and, 


5 wherein said proximal portion of said tab is in contact with said switch between said 

rocker arm and said contact. 


10. The apparatus accoitling to Claim 1 wherein: 
said switch includes a sliding arm and a contact; 
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wherein switch is in said closki positio. 
and in said open position when said slitting arm is 



lenySaiq sliding arm is touching said contact 
ot toficftme said contact. 


J : 11. The apparatus according to Gain/ 1 0 whej^in: 

Iff said tab has an aperture at said proximal portion, and said aperture mates with a portion 

~F of said sliding arm; and, 

f ~ wherein said tab is configured to mov^; said sliding arm to a position to touch said contact 

1 5 upon inflation of said inflatable device. 
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12. The apparatus according to Claim 10 wherein: 
said tab is coupled to said sliding arm; and, 

wherein said tab is configured to move said Riding arm to a position to touch said contact 
upon inflation of said inflatable device. 
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13. \ A method of preventing premature discharge of a power source, said method 
comprising: 

coupling a circuit, including a power source and a switch electrically coupled to said 
power-souree r to aWrtion-of-an-interior-wall ofaninflatable device; 

placing said switch in an open circuit position; and, 

arranging said switch to automatically change to a closed circuit position upon inflation* 
of said inflatable device. 

v 

14. The methocj ac^dingJpClaim 13 further comprising: 
coupling a tab between sVid interior wall of said inflatable device and said switch; and, 
configuring said tab to pull free from said switch upon inflation of said inflatable device. 

1 5. The method according \o Claim 13 further comprising: 

coupling a tab between said interior wall of said inflatable device and said switch; and, 
configuring said tab to slide said switch from said open circuit position to said closed 
circuit position upon inflation of said inflatable device. 
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1 6. The method according to 1 3, turmpr comprising: 
coupling a valve of said inflatable device tdsaid switch; and, 
configuring said valve to pull free from said switch upon inflation of said inflatable 


device. 
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17. \ The method according to Claim 13 further comprising: 
couplirig a valve of said inflatable device to said switch; and, 

configuring said valve to slide said switch from said open circuit position to said closed 
circuit pos ition u pon inflation of saidjnflatable,device 


5 lp. Thl method^ecording to Claim 13 further comprising: 

saiorifcuit generating a sound subsequent to said switch being changed to a closed circuit 
position. 


%q , 19. The metnod according to Claim 13 further comprising: 
+ said circuit generating an illumination subsequent to said switch being changed to a 

1 0 ; "1 closed circuit position. 



20. An inflatabi^apparatus comprising: 
a shell having an interior portion; 
r ~ a circuit coupled to said in^rior portion; 

said circuit including: 
15 an energy source; and, 

a switch electrically coupled fb said energy source; 
wherein said switch has an open Circuit position and a closed circuit position; and, 
wherein said switch is configured to ^automatically change from said open circuit 
position to said closed circuit position as said inflatables^pparatus is inflated. 
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21. The inflatable apparatus according to Claim 20 further comprising: 
a tab coupled between said shell and said circuit; 

wherein said tab is arranged to change said switch position from said open circuit 
position to said closed drcMt^ition as said inflatable apparatus is inflated 

5 22. An inflatable apparatus comprising: 

a shell having an interior portion; 

circuit means for generating^ desired effect coupled to said interior portion; and, 
means coupled to said circuitWans for preventing said circuit means from generating 
2 said desired effect until said inflatable device is being inflated. 

10 H 23. An inflatable Mylar balloon comprising: 

w a plurality of sheets having an edge and an interior side; 

m said sheets being coupled together at said edges; 

I a sound producing circuit comprising a plurality of batteries, a switch electrically coupled 

** to said plurality of batteries and a piezoelectric noise generator electrically coupled to said 
15 switch; 

wherein said switch is operable between an open circuit position and a closed circuit 
position; 

said circuit being mechanically coupled to said interior side of one of said plurality of 

sheets; 

"20 atab coupled tcfsaid switch and configured to change said switch from said open circuit 
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position to said closed circuit position. 



24. The Mylar balloon according to Claim 23 wherein: 
said tab is further coupledtosaidinteriorside of one ofsaid plurality of sheets andis 
arranged to automatically change said switch from said open circuit position to said closed circuit 
position as said balloon is\ inflated. 


25. The Mylar baltoon according to Claim 23 wherein: 

said tab comprises a valve configured to allow air into said balloon. 

a N 26. The Mylar balloon according to Claim 23 further comprising a valve coupled 

; 1 between said pluralityW sheets and configured to allow air into said balloon. 

£ \ 

10 In 27. The Mylar balloon accoraing to Claim 26 wherein: 

;t said tab is further coupled to said Valve and is arranged to automatically change said 

switch from said open circuit position to saiq closed circuit position as said balloon is inflated. 


28. The Mylar balloon according to Claim 26 wherein: 

said tab is arranged to extend through said valve and enables a manual change of said 
1 5 switch position from said open circuit position to said closed circuit position. 
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